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SUICIDE PREVENTION STRATEGY — CENTRECARE 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [12.11 pm]: Recently I had the pleasure to announce 
that Centrecare has been appointed as the preferred non-government organisation to implement the $13 million 
Western Australian suicide prevention strategy. About 2 000 Australians die from suicide every year, and for 
every person who dies in this way, there are at least another 30 people who attempt suicide. In Australia over the 
past 20 years, there have been more deaths from suicide than fatalities on our roads. 

Indeed, today it was with great pleasure that I attended a morning tea launch of the regional men’s health 
program with the Minister for Regional Development, the Minister for Agriculture and Food and the minister 
for—the member for Albany. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Minister for Albany—I like that! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: He liked that, Mr Speaker. 

I also thank the member for Albany for his great work in cancer prevention within the community. I hope that 
the Western Australian suicide prevention strategy will supplement this other very good program that was 
launched today. This means that suicide is everybody’s business. Family and friends of the person who has died 
experience great sadness and grief, and as a community we share their pain and have a role to play in preventing 
this loss of life. The Liberal–National government and the Mental Health Commission believe that any life lost 
to suicide is a tragedy. The Liberal–National government allocated $13 million for the Western Australian 
suicide prevention strategy, and I am pleased to advise the house that, following the expression of interest 
process, Centrecare has been chosen to support the Ministerial Council for Suicide Prevention to implement this 
important strategy. 

Centrecare is one of Western Australia’s most well established, professional and innovative providers of 
specialist social services. It is a not-for-profit organisation that delivers a wide range of quality services across 
Western Australia. Centrecare has demonstrated a clear understanding of the strategy, a strong community focus 
and excellent organisational structures. Centrecare and the Ministerial Council for Suicide Prevention will work 
in close partnership with each other and the WA community to implement the strategy. The council will identify 
priority areas across the state to effectively target suicide prevention strategies. The council will oversee 
initiatives to improve community strength and resilience, expand community knowledge of suicide and support 
capacity building in communities at increased risk. I congratulate Centrecare and look forward to working with it 
on the important issue of suicide prevention. 

In closing, I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the chairman of the Ministerial Council for 
Suicide Prevention, Mr John Franklin, who in the Queen’s Birthday honours list was awarded an Order of 
Australia medal. 
 


